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COUNCIL ANNOUNCEMENTS

FOR JANUARY 2009
Fellow Councillors, Pastor Francois Koch, the Chief Executive Officer, General Managers, Managers, Officials, Junior Town Council, Members of the Media, Members of the Community, Ladies & Gentlemen
Good evening and welcome to this year’s first Council meeting
Ladies and Gentlemen:

Although Council was in recess for December/January the office of the Mayor had the following commitments during December 2008 and January 2009:-
· Erongo Development Foundation meeting

· Visit from Bannermann Mining Resources

· Opening and switching on the lights at the Annual Christmas Fair

· Opening of the World Fistball Youth Championship held at SFC Sports Grounds

· Attending the monthly NCCI meeting

· Attending the Waterfront’s public meeting.

· Received the World’s Lightweight Boxing Champion, Paulus “The Hitman” Moses.
· Visit from the National Youth Council

Ladies and Gentlemen:
Every year holiday makers flock to the coast to spend some time with their loved ones, to enjoy a well-earned rest and to engage in recreational activities.  However, each year the festive season sees its share of injuries, damage of property and littering due to irresponsible behaviour and disregard for road safety and fellow road users.  This sort of behaviour not only spoils the festive mood but causes a number of problems.
Annually there is an outcry about the amount of litter they leave behind on this stretch of coastline.  Although a by-law prohibits the dumping, depositing, leaving, spilling, dropping or placing of anything that affects the cleanliness of the beaches, including bait, fishhooks or offal, this law is not respected by many tourists. Another issue is the question of which authority is responsible for the clean-up, while the Municipality is responsible for the cleanliness of the beaches and when big events occur, such as the annual 4x4 Vasbyt and New Year’s bash, the clean-up is the responsibility of the organizers of the event.

The issue of litter is not complex at all.  It is damaging the environment and unsightly, but the issue crops up again and again around who is responsible for clean-up.  Of course, this would not arise at all if all of us took responsibility for not littering in the first place. 
Ladies and Gentlemen:

The successful opening of the Youth Fistball Championship here in Swakopmund coincided with our tourism season, bringing many visitors to our town.  We have shown that we have the ability to grow and sustain the additional population around this season. Events such as this create many opportunities to the people of Swakopmund and also prove that we can host championships of international standard. I wish to congratulate the organisors of this very successful event and for simultaneously advertising our town and country in the most positive manner.
Ladies and gentlemen

It is appropriate that as we embark on this New Year, full of promise and challenges that we turn to the people of Swakopmund for guidance as we revise our Master Development Plan and finalize this year’s budget.

Next week we will be embarking on a schedule of public meetings to inform the public at large about the proposed Master Development Plan.  This will give Councillors and officials an opportunity to hear directly from communities and citizens, a process that will assist us in the development of a people’s budget and long term development of Swakopmund.
Meetings have been scheduled to take place as follows:

Monday, 2 February 2009 @ 19:00

Meduletu Hall
Tuesday, 3 February 2009 @ 19:00

Town Hall - Tamariskia

Thursday, 5 February 2009 @ 19:00

Council Chambers, Head Office
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Swakopmund is a town full of development potential and Council welcomes development proposals from all parties interested to take our town to a higher level. 

It is Council’s policy to submit major developments to public scoping exercises so that the general public can make an input which will enable Council to make a better informed decision about the proposed development. Sadly, such platforms are often misused by certain individuals who dominate such meetings and further their own personal agendas. Too often these individuals are also not informed as to the latest developments and together with their negative contributions, they give the impression that they are working directly against the spirit of supporting the development of this town.

Unfortunately the press laps up this information without double checking with Council as to the validity of the statements made by these individuals and in this way the press is advancing the negative and couter productive tone against investment and development in our town. It is my wish that this attitude changes and that the press will adopt a neutral and balanced way of reporting when it comes to development of our town.
I would also like to reiterate that we exercise an open door policy and we are always open for constructive criticism. I am thus appealing that a verification of facts be done before any inaccurate information is shared with the public at large.

Ladies and gentlemen

My office had a visit from the National Youth Council informing us that they will be hosting a National Youth Week Festival during the course of April/May this year and that they will need all the assistance they may require. I would like to encourage all stakeholders to support this event because there is a lot of good intended for not only our local youth but the Namibian youth in general.
A fellow Namibian also had some achievement recently and we wish to congratulate him:
Paulus “The Hitman” Moses – The “Hitman” proved himself and won all his fights without any defeat under his belt and was crowned the World Boxing Associations’ Lightweight Champion.
It is appropriate that we salute him, not only because he made us proud, but he also confirmed to millions of viewers around the world that Namibia indeed can produce champions.

From Council’s side and from the residents of Swakopmund we wish to congratulate him on his achievement and also thank him for the initiative to share it with all his supporters when he visited Swakopmund.  We all congratulate him on the professional example he set as sports star for Namibians.

Ladies and Gentlemen:

Finally, let me take this opportunity to assure the residents of Swakopmund, tourists alike of our continued commitment to deliver effective and timely services. We will further continue to welcome residents’ complaints, concerns and practical suggestions in making Swakopmund the most beautiful town of Namibia a better place to live in.
Long Service Awards:

Ladies and Gentlemen tonight we have one Councillor who served Council for the past 10 years and I wish to call him forward to collect his certificates:

· Councillor Trofimus Shikongo
Honourable Councillor, thank you very much for your dedication and sacrifices over the years. We would like to acknowledge your efforts in the positive construction of our town. May God bless you abundantly as you continue to offer your best to our town and its’ residents.
We also have Long Service Awards and I would like to call the following staff members forward to come and collect their certificates:

· Martin Mbemukenga

-
20 Years
· Gerson Hei-Gauseb

-
10 Years

I wish these gentlemen many more years of good and healthy service to the community of Swakopmund. May God bless you richly.
I thank you.

Germina Ndapua Shitaleni
MAYOR

